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STAGGERING TOLL ‘NORMAL IT WILL NOT BE’ 
NYC increased its death Disposable menus, masks 
total by 3,700 Tuesday. might be commonplace. 
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After weather whiplash, 
50 degrees by Friday. B8 
PULITZER FINALIST 
CHECK CONTROVERSY STATES MAKE MOVE 
Delay as Trump’s name After reopening rift with 


printed on stimulus checks. 


Trump, governors coalesce. 


The heartbreak hits home 


By GLENN HOWATT 
and JEREMY OLSON 
Star Tribune staff writers 


Near the end of her battle 
with COVID-19, Gloria Hays 
was hanging on, even though 
the infection combined with 
asthma made the 89-year-old 
woman unresponsive and 
unable to speak. 

Her youngest daughter 
wasn’t allowed to visit Hays 
in her isolation at a Plymouth 


Business 
owners 
plead case 
to reopen 


By JESSIE VAN BERKEL 
jessievanberkel@startribune.com 


A bride-to-be’s first stop 
would be a hand-washing sta- 
tion. Sales staff could wear 
masks and sanitize between 
dress fittings. Employees 
would have staggered hours, 
and customers would be 
instructed to wait in their cars 
for their appointments. 

Brenda Brinkman has a 
plan for operating Amazing 
Alterations in Anoka in the 
age of COVID-19. She’s just 
not sure when she can put it 
into action. 

Businesses are clamoring 
for exemptions to Gov. Tim 
Walz’s stay-at-home order, 
which is in place until at least 
May 4. Employers have inun- 
dated administration officials, 
legislators and professional 
organizations with requests 
for help since the governor 
shuttered nonessential busi- 
nesses in March. 

Nearly 80% of Minnesota 
jobs are estimated to be in 
those critical fields that are 
still operating, and Walz has 
since allowed a few more 
sectors, such as lawn care, to 
resume work. But the politi- 
cal pressure to loosen the 
rules for other companies 
has not abated. 

See JOBS on A4> 


memory care center but had 
a worker bring a phone to her 
mother’s ear: “We love you. So 
many are there with you,” Ava 
McKnight recalled telling her 
mom. “If you’re waiting for us 
to visit, we can’t. Let goin your 
own time.” 

Hays died the next morning, 
on March 26, and was found by 
another daughter who arrived 
to see her through an outside 
window. She was one of the 
first confirmed casualties of 


the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Minnesota. 

Death certificate records 
obtained by the Star Tribune 
show more of the personal 
tragedies behind the COVID- 
19 pandemic — the things that 
the state’s first victims had in 
common, and the things that 
made them unique. 

Most of those who died 
were living out their retire- 
ment years. Nearly 90% of the 
79 reported deaths have been 


among those over age 70. 

They had workedin schools, 
banking and insurance, health 
care, farming, homemak- 
ing, sales and engineering, 
according to 63 confirmed 
or suspected death records 
reviewed by the Star Tribune. 
One was a career Navy man, 
among 27 who served in the 
armed forces. 

They lived in 32 cities and 
towns. They were neighbors to 
residents in Breckenridge near 


the North Dakota border, Fair- 
mont in southern Minnesota, 
Duluth, and many of the larger 
metro-area cities. 

Chronic diseases often 
develop with age, and many 
had conditions that made 
them more vulnerable to the 
new coronavirus. Even among 
the nine people below age 70 
who died, several had underly- 
ing health conditions. 

Thor Uniyat was 58 and 

See MINNESOTA on A5 > 


A LIFESAVING MEASURE 


Nicole Smith-Holt watched from the Minnesota House gallery on Tuesday as lawmakers voted 


on an insulin-affordability bill inspired by the death of her son Alec. The bill passed in both 
chambers. Lawmakers also passed the state’s fourth COVID-19 relief bill. Stories on B1 and AS. 
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For homebound family, life’s a blur 


Story by JACKIE CROSBY œ Provided photo 


When this whole thing started, Christina and Mike Goetz 
figured they had things fairly under control. 

They woke up at the same time and tried to keep the usual 
routines with their four young children. Then they descended 
into the basement, powered up computers in separate rooms 
and went to work — as millions of Americans suddenly were 
doing — away from offices now deemed too risky for spreading 


the deadly coronavirus. 


But soon, careers, meals, homework and child-rearing 
blended into a hazy frenzy of unpredictable days and nights. 

At the end of that first workweek, one child got a fever, and 
Christina sent their child-care helper home out of caution. A few 
days later their infant son developed a cough and runny nose, a 
frightening turn that ultimately got diagnosed as an ear infec- 
tion. The third week, their second-grade twins began remote 
schooling, piling on new demands and responsibilities. 

“I don’t even remember when we started working at home,” 


Christina and Mike Goetz of Independence are juggling 


Gloria Hays died on March 26. 


THOSE WE’VE LOST 
The first in a series of profiles 
honoring Minnesotans who 
have died from COVID-19. B2 


Governors 
take lead 


to reopen 
economy 


By JULIE BOSMAN 
New York Times 


CHICAGO - In Oregon, Gov. 
Kate Brown said the move 
toward reopening her state 
would be a cautious and incre- 
mental one, guided by data on 
transmission of the corona- 
virus, availability of personal 
protective equipment and 
testing capacity, among other 
factors. 

Gov. J.B. Pritzker of Illinois 
said he has begun reaching out 
to leaders of other Midwest- 
ern states to form a regional 
coalition to help make deci- 
sions on opening businesses 
and schools when the time 
comes. 

In Mississippi, where a 
statewide shelter-in-place 
order is set to expire Monday, 
Gov. Tate Reeves said parts of 
the state could soon prepare 
to see other restrictions lifted. 

The nation’s governors and 
mayors Tuesday proceeded 
with their own plans for how 
communities will reopen pub- 
lic life, in many cases point- 
edly ignoring President Don- 
ald Trump’s declaration that 
he alone has the authority to 
decide when to “open up the 
states.” 

Just as the governors were 
the ones who shut the country 

See VIRUS on A4 > 


Relief checks stalled over 
Trump's signature order 


By LISA REIN Washington Post 


The Treasury Department 
has ordered President Donald 
Trump’s name be printed on 
stimulus checks the Internal 
Revenue Service is rushing 
to send to tens of millions of 
Americans, a process that is 
expected to slow their delivery 
by several days, senior agency 
officials said. 

The unprecedented deci- 
sion, finalized late Monday, 
means that when recipients 
open the $1,200 paper checks 
the IRS is scheduled to begin 


cans in coming days, “Presi- 
dent Donald J. Trump” will 
appear on the left side of the 
payment. 

It will be the first time a 
president’s signature appears 
on an IRS disbursement, 
whether a routine refund or 
one of the handful of checks 
the government has issued to 
taxpayers in recent decades 
either to stimulate a down 
economy or share the divi- 
dends of a strong one. 

While some people receiv- 
ing the checks — the center- 
piece of the U.S. government’s 


See FAMILY on A8 > careers and family as they adjust to working from home. sending to 70 million Ameri- See CHECKS on A5> 
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Online: See the virus’ spread at startribune.com/covid-tracker 


parade: New Ulm surprises 


her at nursing home. B1 


*30s: IMF says global econ- 
omy could shrink 3%. D3 


Pandemic doesn’t change 
how Reeve prepares. C1 


VARIETY 


More turkeys around you than usual? Yes, the wild birds 
have rebounded and are plentiful. And they love your feeder. E1 
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